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THE 


CHRISTIAN VISITOR: 


No pleasure ?—Are domestic comforts dead ? 
Are all the nameless sweets of friendship fled ? 
las time worn out, or fashion put to shame, 
Good sense, good health, good conscience and good fame ? 
Ai! these belong to virtue and all prove 
That virtue has a title to your love. 
Cowper. 
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Christian motives for discretion in 
temporal affairs. 


Real piety will influence the spirit and con- 
duet of a person in respect to all his concerns, 
whether spiritual or temporal. It cannot be 
supposed, that a person, who fears the Lord, 
will guide his affairs, as if he had no fear of 
God before his eyes. His duty to his Creator, 
his fellow creatures and himself will induce him 
to guide his affairs with discretion. There are 
many and important reasons to induce a pious 
person discretely to manage his temporal con- 
cerns. 

1. That a pious person may enjoy proper 
leisure from his worldly concerns, he will guide 
his affairs with discretion. If a person do not 
discretely ‘manage his temporal cencer ns, he 
will be always entangled and perplex« d by the 
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labors and cares of this life. In such a state he 
can bestow no proper attention upen ee spirit. 
ual and eternal interests. But if < person’s 
temporal affairs be discretely nanan, they 
will not interfere with any of the ym ol or en- 
joyments of religion. W hen the devotions of 
the closet, of the f family, or of the Lord’s day 
demand the attention of a christian, his secular 
affairs should be so managed, as to make no in- 
trusion upon these solema and pleasant duties. 
The christian needs to be frequently released 
-rom worldly labors and cares, that he may vis- 
it the afflicted and needy members of Christ’s 
fainily and discharge the other duties which he 
owes to the household of faith. If a person be 
careful and troubled about the many things of 
this life, he has nv leisure for reading the scrip- 
tures, or other books of religious instruction— 
The only way, in which a christian can proceed 
steadily and easily in the performance of relig- 
sous duties, is to keep the affairs of this wor! id 
in their proper place and in good order. Such 
leisure, as a christian needs for religious pur- 
poses, cannot be enjoyed, unless bis worldly te 
terests be discretely managed. 

2. A person c cannot expect to be successful in 
his temporal concerns without discretion. It is 
highly important and desirable, that a person 
sould be successful in his secular interests and 
labors. But if he does not exercise discretion 
in respect to these alfa IPS, he can have no reason 
to expect success. It is truc, that success can- 
not always be secured by human management, 


however judicious. Yet discretion is a’ christ-. 
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ian’s duty and is the best security for success 

in his secular employments. Indiscretion al- 

ways produces embarrassment and poverty.— 

if a pious person has been discreet, though un- 

successful, he cannot blame himself, nor be just- 

ly blamed by other persons. In his afiliction and 

poverty he will be assisted by his brethren, be 

supported by his Savior and be comforted by 

the Holy Spirit. _ But, generally, want of ‘suc- 
cess in secular interests and pursuits, arises from 

indiscretion. Te avoid such an evil a pious per- 
son will be attentive and careful to guide his af- 
fairs with discretion. 

3. Pious persons will discretely manage their 
temporal concerns, that they may not dishonor 
their religious profession. Christians should 
have a consiant regard to the character which 
they profess. They profess to have a high and 
holy character. That they may maintain such 
a hoki in the view of their christian breth- 
_renand before the world, they must discretely 
manage their temporal concerns. If they act 
without wisdom and discretion m respect to 
these things, they will render their profession 
liable to suspicions and bring their holy religion 
into contempt. Norcan a person without dis- 
cretion be just, faithfal and honest in his secu- 
lar dealings. But christians are commanded and 
exhorted by the apostle, to * provide things 
honest in the sight of all men.” It is commonly 
by misconduct in respect to their temporal af- 
fairs that religions professors do first injure 
and dishonor their profession. To avoid such 
evils a good man will guide his affairs with dis- 
cretion. 
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Pious persons will discretely manage their 

Bont interests, that they may have proper- 
ty to bestow for charitable purposes. "This du- 
ty is frequently urged upon christians in the 
scriptures. Solomon say s—“Givea portion to 
seven and also to eight.’ And the Savicr Bays, 2 
“ do good and lend, hoping for nothing again.” — 
‘The apostle says, “1 have showed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to sup- 
ort the weak and to remousbor the words of 
eet Jesus, how he said, * It 1s more blessed to 
give than to receive.” And to excite christians 
to be liberal im giving their property for eharit- 
able purposes, he says—* Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that =. > 
vou threugh ‘bis poverty might become ric b.”..- : 
Respecting the professor of christianity he also 
says, “ let him labor, working with his hands the 
thing, which ts good, that he may have to give 
to him that needeth.” A Jiberal spirit and 
conduct in giving worldly pr operty for chasitahle 
pesposes is a leading and essential trait in the 
character of a pious person. But they, whodo 
not discretely manage their tempor al concerns, 
cannot maintain such a character, ner perform ' 
this important duty. Yet they, who are dis- 
crete, can almost always have something to 
give to him that needeth. And every person, 

who regards the example and 1 instructions of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, will constantly exercise dis- 
cretion in his temporal affairs, thathe may have 
property to bestow for charitable purposes. 
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5. Without discretion in his secular concerns 
a person cannot be prepared to answer for his 
conduct in this respect at the final judgment.— 
For all our conduct in this hfe we chall, m the 
day of judgment, be called to an account.— 
What respects our temporal interests, pursuits, 
and labors will then be haa to be a very im- 
portant part of our conduct. They, who con- 
duct discretely and wisely m respect to these 
concerns, will be approved and rewarded by 
the supreme and final judge. But they, who 
act without discretion, will be condemned and 
punished for their eonduct m the great day of 
final judgment and eternal retribution. If a per- 
son does not regard and obey the word of God 
in the man: ywement of his temporal concerns he 
must be ashamed and confounded, when he is 
called to answer for his conduct. But truly pi- 
ous persons will desire and labor to guide their 
affairs with discretion, that when they are called 
to account, they may receive and enjoy divine 
favor. To every person, who so conducts, his 
Lord will say—* Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful ever a few 
things, 1 will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” W ordly 
property is a valuable talent. With this | ne 
as well as with every other talent, all persons : 


bound to serve and honor God. Fox .!' »er- 
sons must render an aceount to God for al! their 
comluc’ in respect to their temporal in:erests 


and pucsits. In view of thes account every pi- 
ous ; ers i will ve very waichiyl and careful to 
guide his ailairs with disereticn. 
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The instructions of the Old Testament 
useful to Christians.......No. 1. 


Our Savior made great use of the Scriptures. 
Sometimes he quoted them; sometimes he ex- 
pounded them; and once he appealed to them 
as a proof of his divine character and mission. 
He said, “ Search the Scriptures: for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life. And they are 
they, which testify of me.” The apostles fol- 
jowed the example of their Lord and Master 
and made the scriptures the theme of their 
publick discourses, It is written, “ Paul, as his 
manner was, went in unto them, and three Sab- 
bath days reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures; opening and alledging, that Christ must 
needs have sufiered and risen again from the 
dead.” ‘To the sats at Cormth he says, “ For 
i delivered unto you first of all, that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures ; and that he was 
buried, and that he arose again the third day, 
according to the scriptures.” And he wrote 
his epistle to the Hebrews, on purpose to ex- 
plain the scriptures. Now the scriptnres, which 
Christ and the apostles quoted and explained, 
were the writings of Moses and the prophets ; 
er what we cali the Old ‘Testament, in distinc- 
tion from the New. For the New Testament 
was not written in the time of Christ; nor but 
a pat of it in the time of the apostles. For 
this reason the apc s.le speaks of the Scriptures 
as written aforetime. He says—* Fur what- 
ssever things were written aforetime were 
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written for our learning, that we through pa- 
tience and comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope. The apo-i'e in these words represents 
the Old Testament as containmg peculiar in- 
struction. He says—* Whatever things were 
written aforetime were written for our learn- 
ing.” This mtimates, that there are things to 
to be learnt from the Old Testament, which 
cannot be found im any other writings. And 
this will fully appear, if we consider the follow- 
ing particulars. 

1. The Old Testament gives us an account 
of the creation ef the world. We may search 
all antiquity, and every book now in the world ; 
and we can find no true, authentic, rational ac- 
count of the creation, except in the Old Testa- 
ment. There is no nation on the earth, who 
have been destitute of this book, that can give 
any authentic or consistent account of the ex- 
istence of the world. The old heathen phi- 
losophers generally supposed the world was 
eternal ; and wracied their inventions to prove, 
that it was impossible, that it should have had 
a beginning. ‘Though some cf them acknowl- 
edged the existence of a Supreme and eternal 
Being, yet they denied that he could create 
something out of nothing. Hence they cor- 
cluded, that either the world was eternal; or 
else was the Deity himself. They could find 
no history to assist them in their inquiries upon 
this subject. And there is no history now to 
be found so old as the Old Testament; or tiat 
pretends to give an account of the origin of the 
world. The whole world is mdebied to the 
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Old Testament, for all they know about the 
great eyent of creation. The first verse of the 
first chapter of Genesis gives us more real in- 
formation concerning the origin of the world, 
than any other book, or all other books that 
ever were pub! ished. Hence says the apostle, 
“ Through faith we understand that the world 
was framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which 
do appear.” Had it not been for the account 
civen us in the Old Testament, we could never 
have known when, nor in what manner, nor in 
whatorder the material creation was produced. 
All tradition of this great event is so cor- 
rupted and lost, that we should be at this 
day, wholly m the dark about the beginning 
of the heavens and the earth, and all the imfe- 
rior animals, did we not enjoy the book of the 
Old Testament. ‘This gives us as clear, dis- 
tinct, and rational an account of the creation, as 
we are capable of receiving; and sufiicient te 
satisfy our minds upon tlus subject. 

2. The Old Testament gives us an account 
of the ereation of man. ‘The human race have 
existed so long, that they have lost the knowl- 
edge of the stock from which they descended. 
it has been for ages a matter of dispute among 
mankind, whether they did all originate from 
one blood; or whether different n: tions did not 
at diferent times, originate from diilerent stocks. 
And though no satisfactory aceounts have ever 
been given of ditferent races uf men; yet no na- 
tion, without divine revelation, have been a le 
to trace the first progenitor of the human spe- 
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cies. Hence various nations have run into such 
various and extravagant notions of their own 
origin and antiquity. The Chinese, the Egyp- 
tians, and many other nations, pretend that they 
have existed as distinct from other natiens, muclr 
longer than the world has been created. They 
have followed their own fancies, and mere fa- 
bles in forming their opinions of the origin of 
men; and these fallacious guides have led then 
into darkness and confusion respecting the be- 
ginning of the human kind. It is needless to 
relate the fabulous accounts, which have been 
given of the origin of man; some are extremely 
absurd; and others are by nu means satisfacto- 
ry. But when we look into the Old Testa- 
ment, we find an account, clear and satisfactc- 
ry. After God had created the material and 
animal world, we are told, he said, “ Let us 
make man in our image, and after our likeness : 
and let them have domimon over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and cver ey- 
ery creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him: male an« 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 
Thus, “ the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, aid breathed into bis nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living seul.” 
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Here is a clear, partieular, and very instructive 
account of the creation of man, and of his na- 
tural and moral excellence, in his primitive 
state. Such another account cannot be found 
cither in books or traditions. At present man- 
kind appear to be very different creatures. 
They have lost the image of their maker, and 
become extremely cor tupt and degenerate. 
But the O'd Testament informs us, it was not 
so from the beginning. Man was once a most 
amiable, noble, exalted being, and but little 
lower than the angels. He held the second 
rank among the creatures of God. This leads 
me to observe, 

3. That the Old Testament gives us an ac- 
count of the fall of man. Numerous have been 
the conjectures of unenlightened nations upon 
this subject. No question has been more fa- 
roous in the world, than this, “whence came 
evil?” Mankind have felt and deplored the 
miseries of the fall. All nations, who have 
thought or written upon the subject, have 
agreed, that there are sad marks of dege neracy 
among mankind. And they have generally con- 
cluded, that whenever, and however the human 
race came into existence, they must have been 
better in their origin, than in their increase. 
The most learned and judicious heathens have 
conjectured, that human nature, some time or 
other, has received a great and general shock. 
But when, or where, or how, they have never 
been able to discover. Upon this dark and dis- 
mal case, the Old Testament throws a blaze of 
jicht. It informs us, that mankind were better 
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in their primitive state, than they are at pre- 
sent; and that their present dep! lorable condi- 
tion is owing to a very memor able, and in itself 
considered, a very lamentable event. It gives 
us this short but full account of the first apos- 
tacy of the human race. “ And the Le na a 
took the man, and put him ito the garden of 
Eden, to dress it,‘and to keep it. And the 
Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden theu mayest freely eal? 
But of the tree of ow of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for ag the day 
that thou eatest thereof ea shalt surely die. 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any 
beast of the tield which the Lord tied had 
made; and he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? And the woman said ‘unto the 
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye 
fouch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said 
unto the woman, ye shall not surely die. For 
God doth know, that i the day ye eat there- 
of, then your eyes shall be opened ; and ye 
shall be ‘as gods, knowing good and evil. And 
when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes 

and a tree to be desired to make one wise: 

she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave alsounto her husband with her; and he 
did eat.” ‘This tremendous act of disobedience, 
brought sin, and death, and all our woe with it. 
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“For by cne man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sm; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that ail have sinned.” When we look 
into the Old testament, and read this affecting 
account of the defection of our first parents, we 
can account for briars, and thorns, and thistles ; 
for puns, sickness, misfortunes anddeath. Yea, 
we can see the propriety of all the natural 
evils, Which have wrung the hearts of men, in 
every age of the world, ‘onl which have so often 
filied our own minds with anguish and keen 
alistress. 

The old testament gives an account of the 
first intimation of God's gracivus design of sav- 
ing our fallen race, through a sullering ‘Rede em- 
er. The design was formed be fore ‘the found- 
ation of the world ; ; but it was not revealed, till 
after our first parents had fallen from their rec- 
titude, and exposed themselves to endless ruin. 
Then, not a gleam of light or hope appeared. 
W hen they had given up 9 themselves for lost ;— 
when they dreaded the presence and hated 
the character of their injured Sovereign; then 
did the God .of all grace, reveal his purposes of 
merey, and say unto fallen, perishing, hopeless 
creatures, | hav ¢ found a ransom for you, “ And 
they heard the yoice of the Jord God w alking 
in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord, amongst the trees of the garden. 
And the Lord God ‘called unto Adam, onal said 
unto him, where art thou? And he saw, | heard 
thy voice in the garden, and } was afraid be- 
cause | was naked; and | hid myself. And he 
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said. who told thee that thou wast naked? hest 
thou caten of the tree. whereof 1 commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the 
man said, the woman whom thou gavest to Le 
with me, slie gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat. And the Lord God said unto the womn, 
what is this that thou hast done ? And the wo- 
man said, the serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
And the Lord God said. unto the serpent. be- 
cause thou hast done this, thou art cursed above 
all cattle, and above every beast ef the field; 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and cust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life. And IT wii 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his hecl.”. From 
this little fountain have issued the’ waters of 
hfe, which have smee flowed in ten thousand 
streams to mankind. In this first promise of an 
incarnate Saviour, was comprised the great 
-cheme of redemption. From ‘the moment, that 
this promise was made, the work ef redemp- 
tion was begun, which has been carrying on 
ever since, to this day, and wiil be carried on to 
the end of tiras. And if we inquire frem one 
end of the earth to the other; or search the 
records of all nations, we can find no account of 
the beginning of the gospel, but only in the 
book of Genesis. 
To he continued. 
a 
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‘The welfare of the rising generation. 


That our sons may be as plants, grown up in 
their youth; that our daughters may ‘be as corner- 
stones, polished after the similitude of a palace. 
The nslam. from which these words are chos- 
ep, was written by David, after he had recery- 
ed the kingdom of Israel. As be was a man of 
ardent picty and enlarged benevolence, he great- 
7 desired to promote the real excellence and 
prosperity of his kingdom. On this account his 

-art was turned towards the rising generation 
an ae was greatly concerned for their well: ire.— 
His concern for their welfare he expressed i 
the words above. Jnthese words he prays that 
their sons might be as V jants, grown up 10 their 
youth ; and that their dau; ehte rs might be as 
cornerstones, polished after the similitude of a 
palace. In the word of Ged men are often 
compared to trees and children are compared to 
plants. Wise and pious men are a es to 
verdant and fruitful trees, which are very pleas- 
ant and useful. When the psalmist prays that 
their sons might be as pants, ¢ rrown up in their 
youth; he expresses a desire for whatever 
inight be excellent and amiable m theircharact- 
er and useful and happy im their condition.— 
Wile he prays that their sons might be as ver- 
dont and thrifty plants, he also prays that their 
daughters uight be as ccrnerstones, polished 
after the similitude of a palace. Polished cor- 
nerstones, while they connect the parts of an 
edatice, are beautiful ornaments in architecture. 
l‘emaics resemble cornerstones, as they become 
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by m: riage, the bond of umicn between their 
own families and the families of their husbands. 
And if they possess an excellent character. 
while they connect. they do also adorn the dit- 
ferent families to which they be long. On this 
necount excellent and amiable daughters are 
compared to polished cornerstones, which con- 
nect and beautify the parts of a magnificent ed- 
itice. It appears, then, that the comparisons, 
which the psalmist here employ s, are happily 
chosen and highly instructive. ‘They serve to 
express his concern for the real welfare of the 
rising generation among the people of his king- 
dom. "And in respect to the same object eve ry 
pious person must agree in his views and feel- 
ings with the psalmist. Itis then evident that 
pious persons are greatly concerned for the 
welfare of the rising generation. Let us, then 
consider what is necessary to their welfare.— 
Many parents desire for their children; and 
most children desire for themselves such things, 
as are needless, or even hurtful. But the things, 
which will now be mentioned, are highly ag 
tant, if not absolutely necessary to the tempor. 
al and spiritual welfare of the rising generation, 
Health of body ts neecssary to thetr welfare. 
Hicalth is necessary to the proper cultivation 
and improvement of the mental faculties, as 
well as to the performance of the common la- 
bors and duties of life. Without this blessing 
no person can be highly useful or happy, what- 
ever may be his talents or privi ileges in other 
respects. The heath of the rising generation 
will probably be aifected, m an lngh de gree, cur- 
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ing their whole lives, by the treatment thc, re- 
eeive in their early years. Whatever is done 
to human beings during the tender days of infan- 
CY, Ct hildhood and youth, has a great and lasting 
ffect u ipon their welfare. The health and 
rata. firmness and vigour of their bedies de- 
mand the early and constant attention of all 
persons, who are concerned for the promotion 
of knowledge, virtue, usefulness and happmess 
in the rising generation. ‘Too commonly there 
1s little done to prevent bedily disease ari d weak- 
ness In young persons, until these evils are felt; 
and so fixed, that they cannot, easily, be removy- 
ed. For want of health, many persons, who 
were blessed with promising talenis end favor- 
able circumstances m other respects, have been 
useless and unhappy all their days. If their 
parents and o ther persons, who have the inter- 
ests of the rising generation in their hands, 
would truly promote their welfare, they must 
make the health of their bodies an object of ear- 
lv and constant attention and concern. 
Domestic subordination necessary to their welfare. 
Good order and proper government in famil- 
ics are among the most powerful means ef pro- 
moting the real interests of young persons,— 
When these means are rightly used, cluildren 
liad more pleasure in subiaission and obedience 
than they can ever find in the mdulgence of a 
froward and stubborn temper. If children are 
not taught and used in the f family to know and 
to keep thei ir proper place and to treat their 
parents and all the members of the house with 
respect and decency, they will be impatient and 
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unhappy under the restraints and commands of 
their literary mstructors. Nor will they be less 
impatient and unhappy, as they advances in Years, 
under the restramts and dnp eee of civil 
ret and religions obligation. And through life 
they wil be unfitted to perfo rm the duties and 
bear the burdens, which arise from the rela- 
ions and concerns of civil and religious society. 
Without the benefits of domestic goverment and 
subordination, the msing generation will carry 
through life a stubborn, uneasy and impatient 
spirit, which will be a constant source of trouble 
to themselves, as well as to their connections. 
Karly rt and habits produce durable 
and importa consequences. And nothing, 
whichis merely external, is better fitted to pro- 
mote the excellence, usefulness and hap piness 
of human beings, than an early acquaintance 
with the submission and obedience, which are 
enjomed upon young persons m such families, as 
are properly instruc ted and coverned. An hs 
ital compliance with domestic sub hea in 
will prepare children and youth to see, to take 
and keep their proper places i in future hfe with 
ease and honor to themselves am! with benefit 
to the community. Domestic government and 
subordination are highly conducive .ni even 

iecessary to the welfare of the rising genere- 
tion. 


2 
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The general prevalence of the gospel. 
TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE ON THIS SUBJECT. 


All the ends of the werld shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of _ 
nations shall worship before thee. Ps. xxii. 2 

He shall have dominion also from sea to sez 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
Ps. Ixxu. 8.—And it shall come to pass im the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shali be established on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the bills; and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it. Isa. 1. 2.—For the na- 
tion and kingdom, that will not serve thee, shall 
perish ; yea, those nations shall be utterly wast- 
ed. Isa. Ix. 12.—And the kingdom and domin 
ion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the most High, whese kingdom is 
an ovyerlasting kingdom, and al] domimons shall 
serve and obey him. Dan. vi. 27.—For the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
g'ory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
Hibak. it. 14.—And the seventh angel sounded, 
and (here were great voices in heaven, saying— 
the kingdoms of this world are become the 
kiogdoms of our Lord and of bis Christ ; and he 
shall reign forever andever. Rey. xi. 15. 


QUESTIONS. 


Hive these divine declarations yet been 
fi:l oe d?—2. What has been in past ages the 
state of the world in respect to religion 2— 


3. ifis the true reiigion, m some degree, ex 
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ed on the earth, ever since the world began une 
4. Do the scriptures perfectly teach that rel I~ 
gion, which is to prevail among all nations ?— 
5. In what does the religion, which is so to pre- 
yail, essentially consist 6. Is there any rea- 
son to hope, from the natura! character of man- 

kind, that the true gospel ever will prevail 
among all nations ?—7. Will means alone, inde- 

pendently of divine influenee, ever accemplish 
this great object ?—8. What is the nature of 
that divine influence, which is necessary to its 
accomplishment 29. If God, by his holy and 
gracious influence, cause all nations to become 
truly pious, will not mankind be turned into nfa- 
chines, and be deprived of free moral agency ?— 
10. If God has promised, and is deteraned to 
spr ead the gospel in its power among a!l nations, 
is it proper todo any thing in respect to this 
object 2 cr even to wee for it ?—11. If Goad 
intends to accomplish such a great, wise, and 
good object, then are not any means that may 
be used for its accom: yishment pe rife ctly law- 
ful, however unlawful they may be in ‘them- 
selves? or is it still true that we must not do 
evil, that good may come ?—12. Is there any 
thing unusual, at the present day, i in respect to 
the previ alence of the gospel among the na- 
tions ?--13. w hat imstitutions are formed for 
this purpose ? and what means are now used to 
eilect it 214. Will the general prevalence of 
the gospel produce an exceedingly wonderful 
alteration m the world ?—13 5. How will the 
prevalence of the gospel affect the civ!! zovern- 
ments, which now exist 2—16. How will it prob- 
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alter altar } 1, a 
| { i erent 


‘ iH 
ny anect tne ail 


“ . ) -_ . . 
tian professors 2?—17. What are the opinions, 


; . Py . 4 } “4 
genomimations ef chris- 


and what, in their own view, are the prospects 
of those persons, who are now the most zeal- 
OUSTY ¢ nzaged in the promotion of what they 
account the gospel 2—18. Are human opini ns 
ail prospects, im respect to the great designs 
and the future events of divine providenc ec, com- 
moy very scriptural, rational, and certain ?— 
19. What will precede the general prevalence 
ef the gospel according to the revealed purpos- 
es and declarations of God?—20. Which will 
stand in reward to this ereat and awful subject, 
the opinions and notions of men; or the purpos- 
es and declarations of God 2—21. Which ought 
to stand, the purpose of God, or the plans of 


3 
- 
- 
t 
: 


men ? 


rTs 


vue christians mean to live as Christ 
lived, 

True christians are in reality, as well as by 
profession the followers of the Lord Jesus ‘ 
Christ. He is ther leader and commander : 
ond they are hound, by the sirongest and ten- 
derest obligations, to follow and obey hima. The : 
soit and conduct of Christ exhibit a proper and i 
perfect example for their constant attention and 
imitation. And they rea!'y mean to live, as he 
lived, for a number of inp rtant reasons. 

1. Tru christians love Christ. ft 1s natural 
to all mankind tommitate those whom they love, 


even without designing tt; and it Is as natural 
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to design it. For whatever appears amiable in n 
others, we always wish to possess, and appeai 
to possess. Christ appears altogether lovely n 
the eyes of all his true followers. When the y 
look into his life, they see it to be absolut ely 
perfe ct. There is nothing he said, or did, cr 
suffered, but what appears amiable on his part. 
Ile lived in this world, and treated this world, 
and all things in if, im the most amiable and 
perfect manner. His conduct, therefore, com- 
mands the love and ap probatio n of all who pos 
sess his spirit ; ; and this makes them arde ntl y 
desire to live as he lived. In whatever degre: 
they really love Christ, in the same degree ve J 
desire to fee!, and live, and act as he did. 

2. They mean to live as Christ lived, because 
they know this will be to the honour of Christ. 
‘The more they love Christ, the more they wisit 
to honour him in the eyes of the world. And 
since his life was truly amiable, they wish to 
imitate it, and in that way exhibit it to the view 
of all around them. This is the reason siven by 
the apostle. “ For we which live are always de- 
livered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh.” Christ lives in the lives of ail 
true christians, so far as they follow his steps. 
And the apostle says. that he and the primitive 
christians were delivered unto death; that ts. 
exposed to the same evils that Christ was, that 
they might have o pportamity to live and act i 
a similar manner that Christ did, in similar cir- 
cumstances. So that the life of Christ might 
be copied and seen ia their lives. They meant, 
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therefore, to kee p¢ hrist in their eye, and man- 
ifest his life in their own. And this is what all 
true christians mean to do at this day. They 
resolve, in their most serious and solemn mo- 
ments, to aim, at all times, and in ail places, to 
exhibit the life of Christ, which they know will 
elways redound to his honour. Christ told his 
followers. that he would have them make all 
men know that they were his « disciples. And 
it was by living and ac sting like Christ, that they 

idk j in their day, make it appear, that they hi: vd 
been with Jesus, and were bis true disciples. 
And inthe same war, all Christians mean to 
make manifest the life of Chirist, by living as he 
did. And so far as they do reality ive like 
Christ, they do make all men know that they 
are ye” discip! es. 

They mean to live as Christ did, because 
they know it will be for the honour of religion. 
They have named the name of Christ, and pro- 
fessed his 1 religion, by which they have given 
the world a right to expect. that they shou! d 
‘ve the same religious and hoty |: fe, that Chris 
did. His life 1s recorded: and they know how 
he lived, and can compare the lives of chris- 
lians with his. And for this reason the honour 

{ christia unity is inseparably cor nnected with the 
lives of christians. If th rey live as Christ did, 
all the world will say that their religion Is beau- 
tiful and important. Hence there is no other 
way in which christians can honour religion so 
much, as lin ing the religion of Christ, or express- 
ing his spirit in all their conduct. And this 
manes them really desirous of following his 


glems 
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4. Another reason why they mean to mani- 
fest the life of Christ in their own is because 
they know that his life was divinely recorded! 
for this very purpose. "The apostle Peter telis 
christians, that they ought to be willing to suf- 
fer. He says, “for hereunto were ye called, 
because Christ suffered for us. leaving us at ex- 
ample, that ye should follow his steps.” Christ 
designed | his hfe should be an exampie to ail 
his fotlowers, not only while he was im the 
world, but afte r he left it. And accordingly he 


sent his 5} rit to Ins pire the Evang stlats lo re- 
cord it for the instruction, guide, consolation, and 
imitation of ail true christians to the end of 
tine. They feel the force of his example not 
only as perfect, but as clothed with divine au- 
thority. It does not he at their discretion whe- 
ther they shall follow it or not; but they are 
bound by the authority of Christ to live as he 
lived, and follow his steps. And they know, 
that they cannot be Is friends, uuless they do 
whatsvever he commands them—To all these 
-—e we may add, 

. That all true christians are fully conv inc- 
yr that they shall always act right, so far es 
they follow Christ, and "act as he did in dauler 

‘ircumstanees, ‘J’ hey know his ex: amp le was 
perfect, and a perfect conformity to it is alw: ays 
duty. They, therefore, as much mean to] live 
as Christ did, as they mean to do their duty. 
They, accordingly mean to keep Christ in view 
as their guide aud leader. An \ when they are 
in doubt : about duty, they ask thems selves, how 
would Christ fee! and conduct in our situation. 
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And when they have determined this, they have 
discovered their dui y, whether they are willing 
todo itor not; But so far as they have the 
spirit ef Christ, they are ready to follow him 
wovereoerueane“sd he leads, either by precept or 
example. For they mean to manifest the life 
af C eint in their mortal flesh; or to live as he 
lived, as long as they live. 


On Reading. 


No persons will obtain the important purpos- 
es of readme, unless they read ina proper man- 
ner. We begin to read in ec itly life, before we 
pursue or desire its advantages. And doubtless 
inany persons form an habit of reading m such 
iu manner, as is productive of little benefit— 
Many persons read the scriptures of divine truth 
very constantly and yet appear to acy ure but 
few ideas, or to retain any permaner nt and use- 
ful omy pressions. And if persons rea id cither the 
l.oly scriptures, or other books in an Improper 
manner the y will not accomplish thre in iportant 
}? or secs, fo rw hich the v shic ui ld rea dd le How ° 
then ought persons to ¢ ploy y themselves in 
reading 2? ‘To this question it may be aiswer- 
ced—That they should read with attention. Neo 
hooks of any value were ever composed w ithout 
thorough and intense application. Gocd and 
useful ary are not written withcut much study 
and labor. Hence the wise man says, “ much 
study is a weariness of the flesh.” If attention, 
labor and study are necssary to compose yalua- 
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ble books, such books cannot be read to : any pros 
fit without fixed and engaged attention. > u- 
pidity, carelessness and indoience of tie 
mind are inconsistent with profitabie reading.— 
To read to adv antage, it is necessar y to perce ive 
and understand the general subjeet and object 
of the author ; the arrangement and counect- 
ion of his ideas, statements, seniiments and argu- 
ments; and to examine carefully aud thorough- 
ly the whole contents of his work. Wiule a 
person is engaged in reading, sO as to under- 
stand what he ‘reads, he should also be attentive 
and careful to make, in respect to himseif, a 
faithful and judicious ap plication and Improy c- 
ment of what he reads. The proper reading 
of books, then, requires attention and study, and 
cannot be performe .d without the exertion and 
exercise of the mental faculues. TToread with- 
out such a degree of attention, as fixes and em- 
ploys the mind,is real idleness. Some books, in 
order to be read to advantage, require a great- 
er degree of thought and study than other books. 
Bat po book 1s worthy to be read, that is un- 
worthy of the fixed atiention of the reader. It 
is vain and absurd for any persons to sup pose, 
that they shall be pref: ited by spending —_ 
time in reading, or - reading many books, 
they do not read with such a degree of ne 
tion, as is nece: ‘sary to obtain the proper ob- 
jects, for which they should read. Whenever 
a person takes a bo re into his hand to read, he 
should resolve and determine to bestow so much 
attention and study upen it, as shal! make it use- 
ful to himse!f. W1 hy should a person read, if 


v 
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he does not mean to gain something by it? But 
how can a person gain any thing by reading the 


5 


best books, if they are read without attention? 
The proper and useful reading of books, then, 
requires a fixed and engaged attention. 


The journey of Life. 


1 consider every man before marriage, as climbing the 
huiil of life. Every step presents him with some new 
prospect, and flatters him with the hopes of more complete 
enjoyment. | am now arrived at the summit of the hill ; 
and, t believe, in possession of all the felicity, which this 
world can afford. At the same time I have a clear and 
cistinct view down the whole yale of mortality, and | 
perceive, that there is nothing very exquisite to be ex- 
pected from it: but, by making the best of every incident, 
whether fortunate or otherwise, [ think a wise man may 
make the journey tolerably easy through this life ; and 
must wait wilh patience for more perfect happiness in the 
next. 

R. GRAVES, 


The ‘Traveller. 

if we live in any known sin, or allow ourselves in the 
customary omission of any known duty, supposing it pos- 
sible, in such a case, to preserve a sense of our acceptance, 
which can hardly be supposed ; fer if the spirit be griev ed, 
our evidences decline ol course ; pe we could not be 
easy. Ifa traveller was absolutely sure of reaching his 
journey's end in safety ; yet if he walked with a thorn in 
his foot, he must take every step with pain. Such a thorn 
will be felt in the conscience, till we are favoured with a 
simplicity of heart and made willing in al! things, great or 
email, to yield obedience to the authority of the Lord’s 
precepts and make them the standing rule of our conduct, 
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without wilfully admitting asingle exception. At the best, 
we shall be conscious of innumerable short-comings and 
shameful defilement ; but these things will not break our 
peace, if our hearts are upright. But if we trifle with 
light and connive at what we know to be wrong, we 
shall be weak, restless and uncomfortable. 

J. NEWTON 


‘The believer's duty. 


What is your duty, believer, who not only hear, but 
know this jovful sound? Your duty is, not only to rejoice, 
in this matchless harmonious conjunction of divine attri- 
butes in Christ ; but to exemplity the same, by an harmo- 
nious conjunction of graces and holy virtues in you. Let 
mercy and truth meeting together, as divine attributes, in 
Christ, be exemplified by mercy and truth meeting toge- 
ther, as divine virtues in you. Let righteousness and 
peace, kissing each other in him, be exemplified by rigit- 
eousness and peace kissing each other in you. Let the 
meeting of mercy and truth engage you to be merciful and 
true ; merciful, because your heavenly father is merciful 
and true, because he desires truth in the inward parts 
Let the embraces of righteousness and peace, engage you 
to be righteous and peaceable ; that ts, to be students ot 
purity and peace. Forthe wisdom that is from above, is 
first pure and then peaceable. 


R. ERSKINE. 


Wisdom gained by folly. 


When I had studied philosophy three years, being tick- 
led with it, and somewhat puffed up with what progress | 
had made and designed and expected to make—thouch I 
must own that still as knowledge increased, self-conceit 
decreased ; and I apprehended [ knew more the first 
year than ever U thought I knew afterwards—being thus 
prepared, I designed to go abroad and improve myself 
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further ; to which also I was advised. Bat two thines 
broke this project ; my mother would not consent and the 
former exercise having brought me into bondage through 
fear of death, | was afraid tu run the hazards ! mest run of 
my life, so long as I was in so unsettled a case as to my 
soul's state. Wherefore, upon the motion of some friends 
i consented rather to engage chaplain to a family for some 
time. Ihad not long been here. when I was oiten necessa- 
rily ; and frequently withont sufficient necessity, engaged 
in debates about the truth of religion, the divinity of the 
scriptures andthe most important doctrines delivered in 
then ; whereby I was drawn to read the writings of deist 

aid other cnennes to religion, that [ might be acquainted 
wiih the arguments, whereby these I had occasion to dis- 
pute with, opposed the truth. As to the issue of those 
urguings, with respect to others, | shall here wave it, 
because others are concerned in it; only { may say, | 
found it true, that fvolish questions and genealogies and 
contentions and strivinges about words, are un] rofitable 
and vain. For evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. And.profane and vain bab- 
lings do increase unto more ungodliness. And to my sad 
experience | found, that their word doth ect as doth a ean- 
ker, or gancrene. It is of an infectious and contagious 
nature; and therefore itts safest to shun, avoid them and 
toliow the wise man’s advice, to forsake the foolish and live 
and depart from a foolish man, when we perceive not in him 
the lips of knowledge; and cease from the instruction, that 
causes lo err from the words of knowledge 


T. HALYBURTON. 


KReections on the First Psalm. 


t. How cautious shonld all, especially young people, be 
of keeping bad company ; for it leads them to sin ; leads 
them on in it by quick steps ; first to forget God, then 
openly te violate his law, and then to make a jest of reli- 
gion, which is the last stage of wickednees, the seat of the 
scorner being on the very brink of hell Hove no ac- 


- nee or correspondence with wicked , Hear 
quaintaace or corresponaence wilh wicked mich. ica 
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the tender advice of the wise man, my son, if sinners entice 
thee, consent theu not. Enter not into the path f the wicked ; 
come not near tt, turn from it and flee away. ? 

2, We should Inbour to secure this blessedness, (ascri- 
bed to the pions man) for ourselves Let us love the 
scriptures, study them carefully and form our lives accord- 
ing tothem. For this is the surest way to prosperity in 
both worlds. 

3. Let us all consider the judgment day, as an engage- 
ment te avoid that which is evil and pursue that which is 
good. Remember there is a judgment to come; a day when 
every man’s character and conduct will be examined and 
their eternal state be determined. Of this we have the 
clearest account and the strongest assurance in the New 
Testament. God grant we may so improve this discovery, 
as that we may stand with honour and comfort in the 
judgment and find the mercy of the Lord Jesus to eternal 
life on that awful day. 

J. ORTON. 


Application of the 3d Chap. of James. 


Let this pathetick discourse of the apostle, concerning 
the difficulty and importance of governing our toneucs 
aright, engage us to the strictest care on this great article 
of practical religion, of which so many are careless, in 
which the most are ao far deficient, as to entitle those to 
the character of perfect men, who do not here offend. 
Let us iutreat the assistance of divine grace, that we may 
keep your mouths as with a bridle ; that we may sfeer this 
important helm aright, lest by the mismanagement of it, 
we shipwreck even our eternal hopes. Let us be cautions 
of every spark, where there are so miny combustibl » ma- 
terials ; and tike heed, lest we. and others, be defiled and 
infernal flames be kindled and propagated. It is indeed a 
dificult, but in consequence of this. a glorious toil, far 
more vlorious than to subdue the fiercest anim ils, or the 
haughtiest enemies. Let us, therefore resolut« ke 
the attempt, and Jearna to emnlo > tonnes, as indeed 
the glory of our frame, to bless Ged, even the Father. 

6* 































pone 


66 THE CHRISTIAN Fes. 


And let the remembrance of that similitude of God, in 
which men are formed, make us tender of all their inter- 
ests ; but especially carelul, that we do not injure them 
by unkind reproaches, or detracting speeches; and so 
much the rather, that we may maintain a consistency be- 
tween the words of devotion addressed to God, and those 
of converse with our fellow creatures. So shall the well 
spring of wisdom, rising up tn our hearts and streaming 
forth frow our lips. be as aflowingbrook. Let those, who 
are by providence called to be teachers of others, set a 
double guard upon their words, not only in publick, but in 
piiv ite tod, as peculiar potice will be taken of them ; and 
the honour of religion, one way or another, be greatly 
ailected by the tenour of their discourses. And.let the 
awlul account, which such are te give, the greater judg- 
ment they are to expect, prevent any from intruding them- 
selves into such an office, without suitable qualifications 
and a regular call. May God enable them to judge right- 
ly respecting that call ; and where it is indeed given, may 
his grace furnish them for their work and his mercy cov- 
erthose many imperfections, which the best will see room 
to acknowledge and lament. 


Pp. DODDRIDGE. 
Valiant for the Yruth. 


Then they went on, and just at the phice where Little 
faith formerly was robbed, there stood a man with his 
sword drawn, and his face all bloody. Then said Mr. 
Greatheart, What art thou? The man made answer, 
saying, | am one, whose name is Valiant-for-the-truth. 
lam a pilgrim, and «m going to the celestial city. Now, 
as | was on my way, there were three men, who did heset 
me and propounded unto me these three things: 1. Whe- 
ther | would beéome one of them: 2. or go back from 
whence I came: 3. or die upon the place. To the first 
] answered, | had been a true man a long season. and 
therefore it could not be expected that | should now cast 
in ny lot with thieves. Then they demanded what I 
would say to the second. So I totd them. that had [ not 
found inconvenience in the place from whence I came, I 
had not forsaken itat all; but finding it altogether unsuit- 
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able for me, I forsook it for this way—Then they asked 
me what I sai: to the third. And I told them my life 
cost me far too dear than lightly to give itaway. Besides, 
you have nothing to do thus to put things to my choice ; 
wherefore, at your peril be it, ifyou meddle. Then these 
three, to wit, Wildhead, Inconsiderate. and Pragmatic, 
drew upon me, and | also drew upon them. So we fell 
to it, one aguinst three, for the space of three hours. 
They have left upon me, as you see, some of the marks 
of their valour, and have also carried away with them 
sume of mine. Thevare but just now gone: I suppose 
they might, as the saying is, hear your horse dash, and so 
they betook themselves to flight. 

GreaTHearRt. Bat here was great odds, three against 
one. 

Variant. It is true. But little or more are nothing 
to him, who has the truth on his side. Thouzh an host 
should encamp against me, said one, my heart shall not 
fear ; though war should rise up against me, in th is will 
I be confident. Besides, said he, 1] have read in some 
records, that one man has fonght an army ; and how ma- 
ny did Simpson slay with the jaw bone of an ass ?—Then 

said the guide, w hy did you not ery out, that some might 
have come to yoursuccour ? Vatiant. So I did to my 
King,fwho I knew could hear me and afford 


1 invisible 
help, and that was enough for me.—J. BUNYAN., 


Christian Wisdom. 
Our wisdom is to be still and quiet and 


to mind owt 
own business 


For my own part; my afflictions say to me, 
Study to show thy self approved unto Go’. What empty 
things are the apptauses of creatures, and how idle the 
pursuit of them! I seem near the end of my course and 
hope, through grace and grace only, to finish it with joy 

I have no transports, but a steady hove of eternal life, on 
the ground of my Saviour’s death. I feel some freedom 
in my applications to God in his nome. If I should die 
I : val he able to sav ta the risim® ¢ neroatr fiod wil 
surely visit you. A work is beenn, that will no: e; d, till 
the world is subdued to the Saviour. 


A. FULLER. 


~ 
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Extract from a Dialogue between 
‘Truth and Peace 


Truth. In what dark corner of the world, sweet Peace, 
have we two met! How hath this present evil world 
banished me from all the coasts and quarters of it; and 
how hath the righteous God, in judgment, taken thee from 
the earth! 

Peace. “Tis lamentably true, blessed Truth ; the foun- 
dations of the world have been long out of course; the 
gates of earth and bell have conspired together to inter- 
cept our joyful meeting —With what a wearied, tired 
wing have I flown over nations, kingdoms, cities, towns, 
tv find out precious truth ? 

Truth. The hike inquiries in my flights and travels have 
I made for Peace; and still am told she hath left the 
earth, and fled to heaven. 

Peace. Dear Truth, what is the earth but a dungeon 
of darkness, where trath is not ? 

Truth. And what's the Peace thereof, but a fleeting 
dream ; thine ape and ceunterfeit ? 

Peace. O where's the promise of the God of heaven, 
that righteousness and peace siiall kiss each other? 

Truth. Patience, sweet Peace, these heavens and earth 
are growing old and shall be changed like a garment. 
They shall melt away and be burnt up with all the works 
that are therein ; and the most High, Eternal Creator, 
shall create new heavens and new earth, wherein dwells 
richteousness. Our kisses then shall have their endless 
date of pure and sweetest joys! Till then both thou and 
Jmust hope.and wait, and bear the fury of the dragon's 
wrath, whose monstrous lies and furies shall, with him- 
self, be cast into the luke of fire, the second death 

ROGER WILLIAMS. 
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The prospect of War, in Europe....18723. 


See JernemsAn iy, 19—31. ReveEcyrron xi. 
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The trump of woe, the blast has blown ; 
Woe to the earth, the angels cry: 
Let antichrist be overthrown : 


Let antichristian nations die. 


Jehovah speaks—let every ear 
Regard his awful, sovereizn worde 

** My patience can no more forbear; 
I draw the vengeful, bloody sword. 


When ye besought my holy name, 

I gave you respite through my grace ; 
Now I the fina! war proclaim, 

For ye have dar’d me to my face, 


The Jews, the children of my friend, 
Ye have not succour’d in their woe ; 


Nor Afric’s soas would ye defend, 
Though sunk in grief and shame so low 


Yet ye havd help’d the mystic whore ; 
Against my truth, ye’ve boldly fonght: 
Your pride and lies ll bear no more ; 





Your thrones and realms [°il bring to nonglit 


The biood of souls your blood demands, 
My taithful word confirms the cail : 

As sure as my own kingdom stands, 
Shall antichristian nations fall. 


Ye faithful soule, my chiefest care, 
As o’er the earth | cast mine eye ; 
Of every sin and lie beware, 


While antichristian nations die. 


Let truth and love your strength maintain, 
The war shali end in holy peace ,; 
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Bly saints the vict’ry shall obtain, 
And all their foes and troubles cease,” 


Blest saints, the Saviour’s counsel hear ; 
His voice is love, as well as wrath ; 
With patience every burden bear; 
The meek chal! soon possess the earth. 
Providence, February, 1823. 


Address tothe New-England Churches. 


The Savior Gcd, whose throne is high, 
. Beholds your sinful ways ; 
Hlis sword is fixed upon his thigh, 
Yet still he offers peace. 


‘** Two hundred years, my name ye’ve known, 
And richly shar’d my grace ; 

Yet now your sins provoke my frown, 
Your lies my soul displease. 


Turn, then, at my rebuke return, 
While yet my vengeance stays ; 
Repent in truth, your folly mourn ; 

Then peaceful be your days. 


Ty truth ye’ve known and long profess’d ; 
But yet ye’ve faithless been ; 
My richest blessings ye’ve possess’d ; 
Yet turn’d my grace to sin. 


bly last demand, ye churches, hear 
Your sins ane lies forsake ; 

Or, soon in* judgment, | declare, 
Your lovely crown I°ll break. 


My cries, my tears, my blood you scorn ; 
And can my mercy wait? 
‘Tern then to me, ye churches, turn— 


Or know your dreadful fate 
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My faithful teachers, never,faint ; 
I know your heavy sighs ; 

I}l hear and answer your complaint ; 
Pil help, though nature dies. 


My faithful children, watch and pray ; 
Your watchful pastors hear ; 

The proud shall know the woeful day, 
Whieh they declare is near. 


My naine, my word, my day revere ; 
The rights of man regard: 
Trust in my grace with holy fear, 
While sinners | reward.” 
Providence, Feb. 1822 


ANECDOTES. 


HERVEY, 


For some years before Mr. Hervey’s death, he visited very few 
of the principal persons in his neighbourhood. Being ouce asked, 
** Why he so seldom went to see the neighbouring gentlemen, whe 
yet shewed him all possible esteem and respect?” He answered, 
“I can hardly name a polite family, where the conversation ever 
turns upon the things of God. I hear much frothy and worldly 
chit ehat; but nota word of Christ. And { am determined not to 
visit those companies where there is not room for my master as we!! 
as myse}f.”” 


ZENO. 


Zeno, being present where a person of a loquacious disposition 
played himself off, said, with av air of copcern in his countenance, 
‘** | perceive that poor gentleman is ill. He has a violent flux up- 
on him.” The company was alarmed, and the speaker stopped 
in hiscareer. ** Yes,” added the philosopher, “‘the flax is so 
violeut that it has carried his ears into his tongue.” 


BERRIDGE. 


The Rev. Mr. Berridge being once visited by a very loquacious 
young lady, who, forgetting the modesty of her sex, and the supe- 
rior gravity of an aged civine, engrossed all the conversation of the 
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interview with small talk concerning herself. When she rose to 
retire, he said, ** Madain, before you withdraw, | have one piece 


of advice to give you; and that is, when you go into company 
again. after you have talked balf an hour wi hout intermission, [ 
rec nend it 19 you te stop awhile, aud see i any other of the 


cowpany has any thing to say Bg 


A GAY PERSON. 


A godiv minister of the gospel occasionally visiting a gay per- 
sono. was ioroduced io a room near (o that wherein she dres-ed, 
Afier waiting some hours, the iady came in, and found him in 
tears. —She inquired the reason of his weeping. He replied, 
** Niadam, | weep on reflecting that you can spend so many hours 


betore your glass, and in adoruing your person, while | spend so 
few hours before my God, andim adorning my soul.’ The rebuke 


siruck ber conseience. She lived aad died a monumeut of grace 


PHILIP. 


Philip, King of Macedon, as he was wrestling at the Olympic 
cames, fell down in the saud ; and when he rose again, sceing the 
print of his body in the sand, cried out, ** O how intlie a 


i 
tarth will hold us when we are dead, wno are ambitiously secking 


arcel ef 


afier the whole world wiirisl we a living.” 


‘* Where are the mighty thunderbolts of wars 
The Roman Cesars and the Gresian Chieis, 
The boast of story? Where the hot brain’d youth 
Who the tiara at his pleasure tore 

From kings of all the then discover'’d glohe ; 
And cry’d, forsooth, because his arm was-ham 
And had not room enough te do iis work? 
Alas! how slim, dishonuourably slim 
Aud crainm’d into a space we blush to name.” Brain. 
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